
Myers Park 
United Methodist Church 

 

Saint Paul Writing His Epistles, Valentin de Boulogne 
 

A Service of Christian Worship 
 

September 13, 2026 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m. 

 

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

WE GATHER 
 

 Opening Voluntary  
 Meditation Elegie Vito Carnevali 

 

Welcome  
 

 Chiming of the Holy Trinity  
 

 Call to Worship  

 How Lovely Is Your Dwelling Place Paul Tate 

 How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, my God! 

How lovely is your dwelling place, O God! 

 
  



 Processional Hymn No. 88  
Maker, in Whom We Live DIADEMATA 

Maker, in whom we live, in whom we are and move, 

   the glory, power, and praise receive for thy creating love. 

Let all the angel throng give thanks to God on high, 

   while earth repeats the joyful song and echoes to the sky. 
 

Incarnate Deity, let all the ransomed race 

   render in thanks their lives to thee for thy redeeming grace. 

The grace to sinners showed ye heavenly choirs proclaim, 

   and cry, “Salvation to our God, salvation to the Lamb!” 
 

Spirit of Holiness, let all thy saints adore 

   thy sacred energy, and bless thine heart renewing power. 

Not angel tongues can tell thy love’s ecstatic height, 

   the glorious joy unspeakable, the beatific sight. 
 

Eternal, Triune God, let all the hosts above, 

   let all on earth below record and dwell upon thy love. 

When heaven and earth are fled before thy glorious face, 

   sing all the saints thy love hath made thine everlasting praise. 
 

 The Apostles’ Creed No. 881  
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, 

   maker of heaven and earth; 

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: 

   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

   born of the Virgin Mary, 

   suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

   was crucified, dead, and buried; 

the third day he rose from the dead; 

he ascended into heaven, 

   and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

   the holy catholic church, 

   the communion of saints, 

   the forgiveness of sins, 

   the resurrection of the body,  

   and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 Gloria Patri No. 71 GREATOREX 

Glory be to the Father 

   and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; 

   as it was in the beginning, 

   is now, and ever shall be, 

   world without end. Amen. Amen. 
 



 The Sacrament of Holy Baptism (11:00) 

 

 Congregational Response (11:00)  

 Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART 

Child of blessing, child of promise, 

   baptized with the Spirit’s sign; 

  with this water God has sealed you 

   unto love and grace divine. 
 

Child of God your loving parent, 

   learn to know whose child you are. 

Grow to laugh and sing and worship, 

   trust and love God more than all. 
 

Prayer of Confession   
Gracious God, 

You fill creation with wonder and mystery, 

   yet we rush toward easy answers and quick certainty. 

In the hurried chaos of our lives and world, 

   we miss opportunities for deeper connection  

   with you and with one another. 
 

Forgive us, we pray. 

Slow our steps, 

   open our hearts to trust your wisdom, 

   and awaken us to the gift of your presence, 

   through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Words of Assurance   
…In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! 
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven! Glory to God. Amen. 

 

WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD 
 

 Hymn of Preparation No. 598 (stanza 1)  
 O Word of God Incarnate MUNICH 

 O Word of God incarnate, O Wisdom from on high, 

   O Truth unchanged, unchanging, O Light of our dark sky: 

we praise you for the radiance that from the hallowed page, 

   a lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age. 
 

 Epistle Reading Romans 14:1-12  
Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God. 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 

 Sermon  
 



 Prayers of the People  
After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words: 

Pastor: Lord, in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer. 

 

 The Lord’s Prayer No. 895  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, 

   hallowed be thy name.  

   Thy kingdom come, 

   thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

   but deliver us from evil,  

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  

   forever. Amen. 
 

Offertory  
The King of Love (8:30) R. C. Wilson 

 

Praise the One Who Makes Us One (9:45, 11:00) Tom Trenney 
Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light.  

Praise the One who frees the prisoners turning blindness into sight. 
Praise the One who preached the gospel, curing every dread disease, 
calming storms, and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace.  

 

Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word.  
Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword.  

Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand. 
From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land.  

 

Praise the One true love incarnate Christ, who suffered in our place. 
Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace. 
Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done. 

Praise the One redeeming glory. Praise the One who makes us one. 
 

 Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 

 Prayer of Dedication   
 
 

 



WE GO OUT TO SERVE 
 

 Closing Hymn No. 568  
Christ for the World We Sing ITALIAN HYMN 

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,  

   with loving zeal; the poor, and them that mourn,  

   the faint and overborne, sin-sick and sorrow worn,  

   whom Christ doth heal.  
 

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,  

   with fervent prayer; the wayward and the lost,  

   by restless passions tossed, redeemed at countless cost,  

   from dark despair. 
 

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,  

   with one accord; with us the work to share,  

   with us reproach to dare, with us the cross to bear,  

   for Christ our Lord.  
 

Christ for the world we sing, the world to Christ we bring,  

   with joyful song; the newborn souls whose days,  

   reclaimed from error's ways, inspired with hope and praise,  

   to Christ belong. 
 

 Benediction  
 

 Benediction Response  

Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore his sacred name. 

Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.  

The hosts of God in unity combine. 

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

   till all the world adore his sacred name. 
 

 Closing Voluntary   
 Postlude on DARWALL’S 148TH Charles Callahan 

__________________________________________________________________ 

 Stand as you are able 
 

  



WORSHIP LEADERS 
 

PREACHER 

Dr. Uiyeon Kim, Executive Pastor of Discipleship 
 

LITURGIST 

Dr. Mark Barden 
 

LAY READERS 

Chris Teat (8:30) 
Larry Walter (9:45) 
Fred Bright (11:00) 

 
MUSICIANS 

Dr. Hugh Ferguson Floyd, Director of Music 
Sue Bayne, Music Ministry Assistant and Piano 

Lee Northcutt, organist 
Chancel Choir 

 
AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER 

Larnetta Way (9:45) 
 

CRUCIFERS 

Molly Giffin (8:30) 
Kinsley Allen (9:45) 

Anna Merritt Peterson (11:00) 
 

ACOLYTES 

James Giffin and Parker Zollinger (8:30) 
William Sato and Elizabeth Sato (9:45) 

Lucy Peterson and William Jones (11:00) 
 

BIBLE CARRIERS 

Eliza Witter (8:30) 
James Allen (9:45) 

Margaret Anderson (11:00) 
 

  



Welcome to 

Myers Park United Methodist Church 

Welcome! If you are visiting or fairly new, we are so honored you’ve come, and we look forward to 
getting to know you. Help us connect with you by signing the virtual hospitality pad. May you 
encounter God’s loving presence as you worship with us today. Be blessed! 

The Flowers on the Altar are given to the glory of God and in honor of the Chancel Choir by Amanda 

Williams Henry. 

Receiving the Sacrament of Holy Baptism at the 11 a.m. service are Maxwell Anderson Chestnut, son 
of Kim and Andrew Chestnut; and Hugh Alexander McCaslin, son of Hannah and Jake McCaslin. 

Dr. Howell is away this weekend at a wedding out of state. He will return to our pulpit next Sunday.  

Make Your Appointment to Give Blood: The annual Red Cross Blood Drive in memory of Robert 
Lutz and Mitchell Bays Turner is September 27 from 7:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Come to the Parish Life 
Building lobby this morning or next Sunday to schedule your donation appointment. For details or help 
scheduling your appointment, contact Julie Williams at jwilliams@mpumc.org or 704-295-4815. 

Dr. Howell on Dietrich Bonhoeffer, September 16, 11 a.m. and 7 p.m., Assembly Hall: Join us on 
Wednesday as Dr. Howell talks about what he learned visiting Bonhoeffer’s places in Germany, and why 
Bonhoeffer matters right now. He will also sign copies of his new book, Reading the Bible with 

Bonhoeffer: A Study in Discipleship and Courage.  

Children’s Choirs Rehearsals Begin Wednesday: Our children’s choirs are a wonderful opportunity 
for your children to sing, play bells and chimes, and grow in their faith through music. Our choirs 
participate in worship throughout the year and perform in special events, including our annual Christmas 
Concert, Kneeling at the Manger, and a special Children’s Recognition Service in the spring. Brian 
Childers and Sue Bayne direct these groups. Click here for more information and to register.  

Wednesday Night Supper, September 16, 5:30-7 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us for great food and 
fellowship! Enjoy chicken fajitas, black beans, and Mexican rice. Child-friendly option: cheese 
quesadilla. Dessert and drink included. Adults: $12, Children: $6. Click here to register by Tuesday, 
September 15 at 1 p.m. Limited walk-in spots will be available. 

Small Group Study: Suffering and Grace, Tuesdays beginning September 15, 12:30 p.m., room 105: 

What do we do with suffering? Where is God in pain, loss, disappointment, and uncertainty? In this 
seven-week class, we will explore how suffering can shape our understanding of God and ourselves, 
while discovering practices that help us live with greater compassion, resilience, and hope. Email Dr. 
Uiyeon Kim at ukim@mpumc.org to participate.  

Making Sense of the Bible Through Contemplation, Wednesdays beginning September 16, 6:30 p.m., 

room 103: Discover ancient contemplative practices to deepen your Scripture reading and draw closer to 
God. This six-week class explores Jesus’ teachings, the Psalms, and the liturgical year to help you 
integrate contemplation into your daily life and build authentic Christian community. To learn more and 
participate, email Rev. Dr. Andy Noel at andynoel@me.com. 

Disciple Bible 1: Old Testament Study, Wednesdays beginning September 16, 6:30 p.m., room 105: 

Join us for 12 weeks as we explore the major stories, themes, people, and theological movements of the 
Old Testament while discovering how these ancient texts continue to speak to our lives today. Email 
David Dulin at ddulin@unitedwaygreaterclt.org to participate.  

https://form.jotform.com/201695904497164
mailto:jwilliams@mpumc.org
https://myersparkumc.org/ministries/music-ministry/
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=OTY4ODgwNDMtNDVlMC00ZmY2LThhYTAtYjQ5YzAxMDY2NGEx
mailto:ukim@mpumc.org
mailto:andynoel@me.com
mailto:ddulin@unitedwaygreaterclt.org


Anna Circle, third Thursdays beginning September 17, 7-8 p.m., Center of Hope, room 217: 
Professional women 40+ are invited to this monthly Bible study for encouragement, connection, and 
meaningful discussion. Each month is a single lesson, making it easy to attend whenever you’re able. No 
long-term commitment required. Email Claire Fournier at claire@clairefournier.com with any questions. 

Missions Fall Kickoff, September 20, 12:15-2 p.m., Assembly Hall: As we live into our call to love our 
neighbor and serve those living in the margins, join us for lunch and a panel discussion with leaders from 
some of our local partners. Together we'll kick off a year of education and engagement, within our walls 
and beyond. Whether this is your first time getting involved or you've been with us from the beginning, 
we'd love to have you. RSVP here. 

Hidden Struggles: A Charlotte Observer Conversation on Teen Mental Health & Suicide, 

September 21, 6:30 p.m., Assembly Hall: Teenagers don’t always show us when they’re struggling. Join 
The Charlotte Observer for this free community conversation about teen mental health and suicide — 
what adults should recognize, what to say and how to help. Admission is free, but registration is required. 
Click here to learn more. Click here to sign up. 

The Mystery of Sacred Music, September 23, 11 a.m., Assembly Hall: From the earliest times, music 
was an integral part of group worship expressing some of the mystery of our faith. Join us as Dr. Hugh 
Floyd and Dr. James Howell discuss the place of sacred music in the context of worship, exploring some 
of the consistent patterns as well as some of the changes over time as the church expresses its questions 
and beliefs through “psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs.” 

Creating a Thoughtful and Unique Legacy, September 27, immediately following the 11:00 service, 

room 117: A planned gift requires thought and intention beyond writing a check or clicking “donate 
here.” Planned gifts are an opportunity to leave a legacy. Join us as A.J. Thomas from the United 
Methodist Foundation of Western North Carolina tells us about gift planning and its importance to the 
future of our church. Click here to learn more and let us know you will attend.  

Lunch & Learn: Bridges of Hope, October 1, 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m., Assembly Hall: Join us for lunch and 
to learn about mental health and ways that our faith community can offer support for all ages. Presented 
by Congregational Care and NAMI FaithNet. Click here to sign up. Email Julie Williams at 
jwilliams@mpumc.org with any questions. 

Save the Date: Annual Flu Shot Clinic, October 7, 1-6 p.m., rooms 106-108: Join our Health Ministry 
Team for our annual flu vaccine clinic. No appointments needed, and many insurances will be accepted. 
More information to come. Email Parish Nurse Lauren Smith at lsmith@mpumc.org with any questions. 

Fall Bible Retreat, October 14-16, Lake Junaluska: Join Rev. Nancy Dixon Walton for a time of 
reflection, fellowship, and spiritual renewal as we explore Joyce Rupp’s The Years of Ripening. Together 
we will consider how God continues to nurture growth, wisdom, and purpose in every season of life. Cost 
is $590 for single occupancy and $295 for double. Click here to register. Email Julie Williams at 
jwilliams@mpumc.org with any questions.  

Tutoring Opportunities for 2026-27 School Year: We are looking for math and literacy tutors for our 
wonderful partners Heart Math Tutoring and Druid Hills Academy. Volunteer hours are flexible and even 
allow you to participate in both programs. If you are interested in sessions with the same child(ren) each 
week, click here to learn more about how you can get involved! 

 

Check out the Myers Park Weekly Update for a complete list of events and opportunities. 
 

mailto:claire@clairefournier.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/8050B48ACAF0-64863675-2026#/
http://myersparkumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/HS-Flyer-wLink.pdf
https://forms.gle/fLdKQq5MtKMvCHiJA
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=YTFhNzQ4NTEtOWNhMS00ODVkLTg3ZmItYjQ4ZTAxNDAxMDE3
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/Registrations/Info/c8a5185e-6c41-42ae-bac8-b4b800db75bf?returnTo=upcomingEvents
mailto:jwilliams@mpumc.org
mailto:lsmith@mpumc.org
https://onrealm.org/MyersParkUMC/PublicRegistrations/Event?linkString=ZWIxNWIxNTQtMDg5Ni00MDZhLWIwYzEtYjQ4OTAwZGI4M2Zj
mailto:jwilliams@mpumc.org
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https://myersparkumc.org/weekly-update/


 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY 
Make your offering today by scanning the QR code or by mail to 1501 Queens Road, 
Charlotte, NC 28207. 

 

 

 

STEPHEN MINISTRY 
To schedule a confidential call regarding Stephen Ministry care, call 704-295-4835. 

 
 

 

HEARING ASSISTANCE 

Assisted listening devices are available upon request. Please ask an usher for assistance. 

 
 

 

SUNDAY MORNING SHUTTLE 

Don’t hunt for a parking space! Ride the convenient Sunday shuttle bus, which runs 
continually from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. between Myers Park Traditional School at 2132 
Radcliffe Avenue and the church. 

 
 

 

TALK WITH A PASTOR 

A pastor on staff stands ready to respond to your question or concern. If you need 
immediate pastoral help, call 704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call. 

  

OUR PASTORS 

Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor 

james@mpumc.org | 704-376-8584 

Rev. Hannah Howell, Pastor of Emerging Ministries 

hhowell@mpumc.org | 704-295-4803 

Dr. Uiyeon Kim, Executive Pastor of Discipleship 

ukim@mpumc.org | 704-295-4840  

Rev. Ben Rogers, Pastor of Missions & Community Engagement 

brogers@mpumc.org | 704-295-4828 

Rev. Nancy Dixon Walton, Pastor of Congregational Care 

ndwalton@mpumc.org | 704-295-4835 

 

 

  
We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others. 

 

mailto:james@mpumc.org
mailto:hhowell@mpumc.org
mailto:ukim@mpumc.org
mailto:brogers@mpumc.org
mailto:ndwalton@mpumc.org

	Opening Voluntary
	Welcome
	Chiming of the Holy Trinity
	How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord, my God!
	How lovely is your dwelling place, O God!
	
	The Apostles’ Creed No. 881
	I believe in God the Father Almighty,
	   maker of heaven and earth;
	And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:
	   who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
	   born of the Virgin Mary,
	   suffered under Pontius Pilate,
	   was crucified, dead, and buried;
	the third day he rose from the dead;
	he ascended into heaven,
	   and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;
	from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.
	I believe in the Holy Spirit,
	   the holy catholic church,
	   the communion of saints,
	   the forgiveness of sins,
	   the resurrection of the body, 
	   and the life everlasting. Amen.
	
	GREATOREX
	Gloria Patri No. 71
	Congregational Response (11:00)
	STUTTGART
	Child of Blessing, Child of Promise
	Hymn of Preparation No. 598 (stanza 1)
	O Word of God Incarnate
	Epistle Reading
	Prayers of the People
	After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words:
	Pastor:
	People:
	Offertory
	R. C. Wilson
	The King of Love (8:30)
	Tom Trenney
	Praise the One Who Makes Us One (9:45, 11:00)
	Praise the One who breaks the darkness with a liberating light. 
	Praise the One who frees the prisoners turning blindness into sight.
	Praise the One who preached the gospel, curing every dread disease,
	calming storms, and feeding thousands with the very bread of peace. 
	Praise the One who blessed the children with a strong yet gentle word. 
	Praise the One who drove out demons with a piercing two-edged sword. 
	Praise the One who brings cool water to the desert’s burning sand.
	From this well comes living water, quenching thirst in every land. 
	Praise the One true love incarnate Christ, who suffered in our place.
	Jesus died and rose for many that we may know God by grace.
	Let us sing for joy and gladness, seeing what our God has done.
	
	Doxology
	LASST UNS ERFREUEN
	
	Prayer of Dedication 
	
	Closing Hymn No. 568
	ITALIAN HYMN
	
	Benediction
	
	Benediction Response
	CRUCIFER
	Lift High the Cross
	
	Closing Voluntary 
	Charles Callahan
	Postlude on DARWALL’S 148TH
	Preacher
	Liturgist
	Lay Readers
	Musicians

