
Friends,

Grace and peace to you! Let me speak with you about both your spiritual growth and 

the missional needs of our church. God is doing great things among and through us as 

a Church. Every day I hear stories of joy and hope—so I hope you’ve been moved by my 

weekly Joy Matters videos! Our kids dazzle me. Our care for the hurting humbles me. 

Our outreach to the city and world seem to impress folks out there! 

So thank you. Your generosity both to our budget and to our Mission & Outreach Fund 

is a beautiful, impactful investment in God’s work and the good of the world. And you 

grow when you realize all we have is entrusted to us by the Lord who indeed is good. 

We grow closer to God the more generous and even lavish we are.

Our hopes and joys are growing—and so are the costs to realize them—for exciting 

stuff like expansive work with young and old, our mind-boggling online outreach, and 

then more mundane stuff, like soaring insurance costs, and a hugely important even 

if modest cost of living increase for our staff. We don’t want to lose any of them, or 

lessen our visionary ministry.

I challenge you to surprise yourself and experience more joy by giving even more 

generously in 2026 to both our budget and Mission & Outreach. We need some of you 

to step into the shoes of those exceedingly generous friends who’ve died this year. One 

guy told me the other day that his gift to our Hope is Here campaign showed him he 

had more capacity to give to the church than he’d realized, so he’s stepping it up. Know 

that your bold dream in giving for next year will be responsibly utilized, and will matter 

to the world, which you can’t say for most things you spend on! Fill out and return the 

enclosed card. Be a little daring for God.

As always, it is my joy and great privilege to be,

Your pastor,

Dr. James Howell
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