Myers Park
United Methodist Church

The Pharisee and the Publican, JESUS MAFA

A Service of Christian Worship
March 30, 2025 8:30, 9:45, and 11:00 a.m.

Fourth Sunday in Lent
WE GATHER

Welcome

Chiming of the Holy Trinity

Opening Voluntary
Prelude at Dawn (8:30) Kirtsy Mitchell
Christians, We Have Met to Worship (9:45, 11:00) arr. Josh Bauder

T Call to Worship No. 269 (verse 1)

Lord, Who Throughout These Forty Days LAND OF REST

Lord, who throughout these forty days, for us didst fast and pray,
teach us with thee to mourn our sins, and close by thee to stay.



T Processional Hymn No. 61

Come, Thou Almighty King
Come, thou Almighty King,
help us thy name to sing, help us to praise.
Father, all glorious, o'er all victorious,
come and reign over us, Ancient of Days.

Come, thou Incarnate Word,
gird on thy mighty sword, our prayer attend.

Come and thy people bless, and give thy word success;
Spirit of holiness, on us descend.

Come, Holy Comforter,
thy sacred witness bear in this glad hour.
Thou who almighty art, now rule in ev'ry heart,
and ne'er from us depart, Spirit of power.

To the great One in Three
eternal praises be, hence evermore.

Thy sov'reign majesty may we in glory see,
and to eternity love and adore.

T The Apostles’ Creed No. 881

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

and in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord:

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried.

The third day He rose from the dead;
He ascended into heaven,
and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty;

from thence He shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

T Gloria Patri, No. 71

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost;

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen. Amen.

Sacrament of Holy Baptism (8:30, 11:00)

ITALIAN HYMN

GREATOREX



Congregational Response (8:30, 11:00)

Child of Blessing, Child of Promise STUTTGART
Child of blessing, child of promise, baptized with the Spirit’s sign;
with this water God has sealed you unto love and grace divine.

Child of God your loving parent, learn to know whose child you are.
Grow to laugh and sing and worship, trust and love God more than all.

Lenten Prayer of Confession
In silence let us lay before God the pain we carry, the regrets we hold, and our hope for healing.

Words of Assurance
...In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!
In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

Glory to God. Amen.
Anthem (9:45, 11:00)
Tuya Es La Gloria Susan T. Sylvester
WE HEAR AND RESPOND TO THE WORD
T Gospel Reading Luke 18:9-27

Reader: This is the Word of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Prayer Chorus

O Lord, Hear My Prayer Taize
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Prayers of the People
After each petition, we enter into the prayer together with these words:
Pastor: Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.



The Lord’s Prayer No. 895
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil,
for thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen

Offertory
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (8:30) arr. Jason Krug

The King of Love My Shepherd Is (9:45, 11:00) Ryan Murphy
The King of love my shepherd is, whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his, and he is mine forever.

Where streams of living water flow, my ransomed soul he leadeth,
and where the verdant pastures grow, with food celestial feedeth.

Perverse and foolish, oft I’ve strayed; but yet in love he sought me;
and on his shoulder gently laid, and home rejoicing brought me.

And so through all the length of days, thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise within thy house forever.

T Doxology OLD 100TH
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, ye heavenly host;
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

T Prayer of Dedication



WE GO OUT TO SERVE

T Closing Hymn No. 399
Take My Life, and Let It Be MESSIAH
Take my life, and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee.
Take my moments and my days; let them flow in endless praise.
Take my hands, and let them move at the impulse of thy love.
Take my feet, and let them be swift and beautiful for thee.

Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King.
Take my lips and let them be filled with messages from thee.
Take my silver and my gold; not a mite would I withhold.
Take my intellect and use every power as thou shalt choose.

Take my will and make it thine; it shall be no longer mine.
Take my heart it is thine own; it shall be thy royal throne.
Take my love; my Lord, I pour at thy feet its treasure store.
Take myself, and I will be ever, only, all for thee.

T Benediction

T Benediction Response
Lift High the Cross CRUCIFER
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore His sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.
The hosts of God in unity combine.
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore His sacred name.

T Closing Voluntary
Prelude in E Minor Nicolaus Bruhns

T Stand as you are able



WORSHIP LEADERS
B3

PREACHER
Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor
S
LITURGISTS
Dr. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship

Rev. Laura Heikes, Pastor of Missions and Community Engagement
b

LAY READERS
Laurie Guy (8:30)
Webb Bostic (9:45),
Vince Lenarcic (11:00)
P
MUSICIANS
Evan Wesley Currie, Associate Director of Music and Organist
Brian Childers, Director of Music for Children, Youth and Handbells
Cate Smith, conductor for Junior Bells (8:30)
Tinkerbells (8:30)
Junior Bells (8:30)
Youth Handbells (9:45, 11:00)

Chamber Singers
b

AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE INTERPRETER
Larnetta Way (9:45)
S
CRUCIFERS
Nicholas Smith (8:30)
Sally Shull (9:45)
Nelson Daniels (11:00)
>3
ACOLYTES
Jonas Martin and Benjamin Smith (8:30)
Larson Shull and Brynn Vernon (9:45)
Steele Daniels and Maren Haenni (11:00)
X
BIBLE CARRIERS
Andrew Smith (8:30)
Jackson Tartak (9:45)
Lauren Williams (11:00)




Welcome to
Myers Park United Methodist Church

Welcome! If you are visiting or fairly new, we are so honored you’ve come, and we look forward to
getting to know you. Help us connect with you by signing the virtual hospitality pad. May you
encounter God’s loving presence as you worship with us today. Be blessed!

Receiving the Sacrament of Holy Baptism at the 8:30 a.m. service is Thomas Elliott Myers, son of
Betsy and Sam Myers; and at the 11 a.m. service are Ava Sinclair Caison, daughter of Megan and Chris
Caison; and Jennings Kate Justis, daughter of Hunter and Wes Justis.

Navigating the Medical Maze - Part One, March 31, 6:30 p.m., Assembly Hall: The Health Ministry
team invites you to our four-part series to learn helpful information and strategies for navigating the
often confusing and overwhelming world of healthcare. In this first session, a panel of physicians and
healthcare team members will discuss care planning, advocacy, and ways to connect with your medical
team. Email Julie Williams at jwilliams@mpumc.org with any questions.

New Gallery on Display, Center of Hope, 4th Floor: Join us April 1 at 7 p.m. for the debut of the
Guild of Charlotte Artists’ collection Celebration, which will be on display throughout April and May.
20% of sales will benefit the church and our missions.

Wednesday Night Supper, April 2, 5:30-7 p.m., Jubilee Hall: Join us for great food and fellowship!
Enjoy pork loin, baked potatoes, Brussels sprouts, dessert, and a drink. Adults: $12, Children: $6. Click
here to register by Monday, March 31 at 1 p.m. Limited walk-in spots will be available.

Purchase an Easter lily in honor or memory of a loved one here or send a check for $20 per lily to the
church along with the name of the person you are honoring/remembering. Dedications will be shared in
the Easter Sunday worship bulletins. Last day to order is April 4.

Discover Myers Park, April 6, 9:45-11:30 a.m., room 108: Join Rev. Jessica Dayson to learn about
our church, the beliefs and practices of our denomination, and our ministries and how you can get
involved. There is no obligation to join, but the opportunity will be available for you. Light
refreshments served. Email Jeanne Poole at jpoole@mpumc.org for details.

At the Organ with Evan, April 6, 3-4 p.m., Sanctuary: Want to learn more about the sanctuary organ
and how it works? Join Evan Wesley Currie for a special demonstration and behind-the-scenes tour of
the sanctuary organ. Space is limited. Click here to learn more and sign up.

Forward, April 6, 4-5 p.m., rooms H-105 and H-107, Center of Hope: All fourth and fifth graders are
invited to enjoy Popsicles with the Pastors. Click here to sign up. Email Amy Jo Alspaugh at
amyjo@mpumc.org with any questions.

Missions April Collection: We are collecting cleaning supplies and other essentials to help our friends
at McCreesh Place keep their spaces tidy. Please drop off donations in the labeled bins in the Parish
Life Building lobby. Click here for the shopping list or shop from this Amazon wishlist.

Freedom School Volunteer Opportunities, April 7, 6 p.m., room 107-108: Join us for an evening
with Freedom School Partners to learn how you can volunteer during its six-week summer learning
program for K-8th grade students. Click here to let us know you’ll attend.
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer: Why He Matters Now and Always, April 9, 11 a.m., Assembly Hall: Dr.
Howell will share with us the life and message of the great German pastor who wrote thoughtfully and
wisely on prayer, faith, community and courage (in books such as The Cost of Discipleship and Life
Together), and was executed by the Nazis for it.

Palm Sunday Services, April 13: Join us for worship services in the sanctuary at 8:30, 9:45, and 11 a.m.
and at 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

Children Invited to Palm Sunday Processional: All 4-year-olds through 5th graders are invited to
participate in the processional during one of the four Palm Sunday worship services. Click here to learn
more. Email Amy Jo Alspaugh at amyjo@mpumc.org with questions.

Holy Week Stations of the Cross, April 14-17, Francis Chapel: Come to the labyrinth, open during
church hours, to experience the stations of the cross. Email Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot at
tbarefoot@mpumc.org with any questions.

Maundy Thursday Service, April 17, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary: A communion service remembering the
Last Supper.

Good Friday Service, April 18, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary: A Tenebrae service with a reading of the Passion
of Christ.

Easter Sunday Services, April 20: Join us for the Sunrise Service at 7 a.m.; for worship services at 8:30,
9:45, and 11 a.m. in the sanctuary; or for 8:45 a.m. in Jubilee Hall.

Find all Lent and Holy Week information at myersparkumc.org/lent.

Check out the Myers Park Weekly Update for a complete list of events and opportunities.
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PARKING AT MYERS PARK UMC

As you arrive for worship and events at our church, we kindly ask that you park only in the permitted

areas, which are shown on the parking map on our website. As a reminder, parking is not permitted at
Myers Park Center or Harris Teeter (across Providence Road from our church). For your safety, please
use crosswalks when crossing any street and be aware of your surroundings at all times. Please look out

for others and help fellow church members and guests when needed. For your added safety and

convenience on Sunday mornings, we encourage you to use our shuttle service, which runs continually

between Myers Park Traditional School and the church. Thank you for your cooperation in helping to

make our worship services and other events welcoming and well-organized.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR CONTINUED GENEROSITY
Make your offering today at www.myersparkumc.org/give
or by mail to 1501 Queens Road, Charlotte, NC 28207.

OUR PASTORS
Dr. James C. Howell, Senior Pastor
james@mpumc.org 704-376-8584
Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, Pastor for Emerging Ministries
tbarefoot@mpumc.org 704-295-4803
Rev. Jessica Dayson, Pastor of Lay Involvement
jdayson@mpumec.org 704-295-4813
Rev. Laura Heikes, Pastor of Missions and Community Engagement
lheikes@mpumec.org 704-295-4816
Dr. Uiyeon Kim, Pastor of Discipleship
ukim@mpumc.org 704-295-4840
Rev. Nancy Dixon Walton, Pastor of Congregational Care
ndwalton@mpumc.org 704-295-4835
Rev. Nancy Watson, Pastor of Senior Engagement
nwatson@mpumec.org 704-295-4823

TALK WITH A PASTOR
A pastor on staff stands ready to respond to your question or concern.
Those needing immediate pastoral help should call
704-376-8584 and follow the prompts to the pastor on call.

OUR MISSION
We are the body of Christ, growing in faith and serving others.

SLEPHEN MINISTRY
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