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A Personal Message from the PastorTable of Contents

Dear Friend,
 
I love Myers Park United Methodist Church, I love our city of Charlotte, and 
really the whole region. We are a church with a long, rich tradition, yet that 
manifests itself in fresh ways year by year. Our church is strong, growing, 
getting younger, and most importantly, becoming ever more vital in the life of 
our city and region.
 
Music and the arts really matter here. Worship is the fulcrum of all we are 
about, and while we are regarded as a national leader in worship, our focus 
is on the people who come to be nurtured and challenged to hit their worlds 
running and be the people of God.
 
Our music program, which boasts a healthy music endowment (named after 
Walter Ball, who held this post for 35 years and was a great personal friend to 
me, as he played for my wedding and I preached his funeral) is of the highest 
quality, yet striving to be inclusive and missional with great success as well. The 
staff we have in place are fabulous musicians – and better people.
 
We hope you might be the one to lead us into our next chapter of life in 
worship and music. My personal measures of success? Folks will tune in online 
and come in person in great numbers, expecting to be moved. We’ll have much 
fun working together. And one day, when I die, you’ll sit with my family at the 
funeral, if you’re not conducting the choir singing that Fettke “The Majesty 
and Glory of your Name.”
 
Thanks for reading. Reach out to me any time, during this process, and 
certainly after you’re here on the ground!

Gratefully

 
 

James Howell
Senior Pastor

2021 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY PROFILE 

A PERSONAL MESSAGE FROM THE PASTOR... . . .  3

JOB DESCRIPTION... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  4

OUR MISSION & CORE BELIEFS.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7

LIFE & MINISTRY.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  8-9

MUSIC MINISTRY.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  10-13

THE CLT COMMUNITY.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  14-17

PASTORAL STAFF.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  18-19

MUSIC MINISTRY STAFF.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  20



4  |  MYERS PARK UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2021 DIRECTOR OF MUSIC MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY PROFILE |  5 

Director of Music Ministry
Founded in 1925, Myers Park United Methodist Church 
(MPUMC) is a growing, dynamic congregation. Our Sunday 
worship services are vital to the life of the church, and music 
is an essential aspect of our worship experience. More than 
800,000 people live and work in the Charlotte community, 
and MPUMC is the largest Methodist congregation in the 
city with approximately 1,500 worshippers each week.

ABOUT THE POSITION: 

The Director of Music Ministry is a full-time permanent position leading 

music ministry staff, congregants, and the greater community to create and 

experience spiritually inspiring and uplifting sacred music.

REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS: 

•  Enthusiasm for serving Christ and the Church, with a desire to work in a 

team ministry environment to glorify God and enhance the worship life of 

the congregation through the musical talents and gifts of its congregants. 

•  A desire to help people of all ages and abilities express their faith through music. 

•  Superb musicianship and knowledge and appreciation of a variety of 

music styles. 

•  Minimum of five years’ experience (ten years or more preferred) in church-

related music ministry including determination of appropriate musical 

selections for both vocal and instrumental settings. 

•  Strong skills in planning, organizing, team building, and worship 

development, partnered with a congenial personality and even 

temperament. 

•  College degree required; music-related advanced degree and expertise in 

sacred music and hymnody are strongly preferred. 

•  Keyboard skills preferred, but not required; excellent organist/ pianist on staff. 

JOB DUTIES: 

Leadership:

•  Develop, in collaboration with staff and participants, a unifying mission and 

vision for the Music Ministry and execute such vision with planning and 

action items. 

•  Supervise Music Ministry staff, including but not limited to Associate 

Director of Music and Organist, Director of Handbells and Children’s and 

Youth Choirs, Director of Church in the Round Music, and Music Ministry 

Assistant, and support opportunities for each to utilize, grow, and live into 

his/her unique gifts and abilities. 

•  Work closely with the Senior Pastor in planning worship themes and topics 

throughout the year and selection of music appropriate to scripture, sermon, 

and/or liturgical season. 

Music Direction: 

•  Collaborate creatively with Music Ministry staff and our clergy in planning 

music for Sunday worship and all special services. 

•  Provide music direction for all regularly scheduled sanctuary worship 

services and special services, including Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and annual Christmas Concert. 

•  Coordinate leadership of various vocal ensembles, which currently includes: 

 -  Chancel Choir: a 50+ adult choir singing weekly for the 9:45am and 

11:00am worship services and participating in special concerts through 

the year 

 -  Chamber Singers: a premiere auditioned vocal ensemble performing 

varied repertoire primarily in worship and other special concerts and 

church events 

 -  Women’s Choir: an ensemble for women of all ages performing sacred 

music of varying styles while enjoying a group rich in fellowship and joy 

•  Audition, direct, and supervise section leaders. 

•  Recruit, engage, and inspire Music Ministry volunteers in the life of the 

church and motivate them to grow their musical talents. 

•  Coordinate with Music Ministry staff to provide direction and coordination 

with other ensembles, including Myers Park Strings and various handbell 

ensembles. 

•  Procure, manage, and direct instrumentalists for special Sunday services, 

and programs. 

Administration:

•  Create, plan, promote, and coordinate various Music Ministry programs 

offered outside the church (special concerts, choir tours, mission trips, 

educational opportunities for congregants, service and outreach, etc.). 

•  Manage, in collaboration with the Associate Director of Music and Organist, 

music direction, keyboard support, and engagement of requested soloists and/

or instrumentalists for weddings, funerals, and memorial services. 

•  Manage appropriate and timely care and maintenance for all organs, pianos, 

the Tower carillon, and musical instruments, including regular tuning of all 

organs and pianos. 

•  Provide oversight and accountability for administration of the Music 

Ministry Budget. 

•  Provide leadership and fundraising efforts for the Walter Herbert Ball 

Endowment Fund for Music, which provides funding for music programs 

of the church, including establishing an advisory board to review and 

approve grants and expenditures and provide reporting to the church 

Finance Committee.

•  Other responsibilities in consultation with and as assigned by Executive 

Pastor, Senior Pastor, and/or Staff Parish Relations Committee.

Collaboration and Shared Mission: 

•  Identify, develop, and do whatever needs to be done to further  

the mission and ministry of MPUMC including intentional alignment and 

coordination of the Music Ministry with the overall mission and ministry of 

MPUMC. 

•  Participate in weekly check-in meetings and all worship  

planning meetings.

•  Coordinate worship participation with other Ministry Areas, including 

Children, Youth, Missions, and Congregational Care.

How to Apply: 

Interested and qualified applicants should submit a letter of interest and 

resume to applications@mpumc.org. Priority given to applications received 

by October 1.
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Our Mission
We are the body of Christ, growing in faith, and serving others. 

Our Core Beliefs

GOD is the creator, the genius behind everything, the giver of life, and one who always loves us and invites us into 

love with God and others.

THE BIBLE is “inspired” as the book God uses for us to understand broken humanity and hope in God. We are 

not fundamentalists. We welcome science, history and human experience as we wrestle with what God is about in the 

world. So the Bible isn’t a weapon of judgment, but a story that gives life.

JESUS is the tangible manifestation of the heart and mind of God. God didn’t remain aloof in heaven as invisible or 

ineffable. God became one of us, one with us, so we might love God. Jesus taught to open our eyes to God’s vision, 

touched the untouchables, and was God’s compassion in the flesh. He died so we would know the depth of that love, 

and understand God’s intention to redeem our mortality from the inside out.

WE ALL are wonderful, broken, beautiful, fearful people who are the beneficiaries of God’s mercy. And so we have 

good cause to be merciful to others. God welcomes us into a life of welcoming others, all who are broken and yet 

dream of goodness and joy.

RECONCILIATION AND JUSTICE matter to us. We will never rest until all God’s children, regardless of race, 

background, economic status, sexual orientation, or nationality are blessed with the goodness God has given us all. We 

are advocates, resisting evil and oppression wherever they manifest themselves.

THE CHURCH is an institution. We are part of The United Methodist Church, great and so very fallible, like all 

churches; we treasure our connections across the globe. We organize to benefit from one another’s company in the 

journey of faith, and to do more of God’s work together in the world than anyone could do alone.

OTHER DENOMINATIONS AND FAITHS bring us profound and lovely connections. God isn’t stingy. God is 

more eager to be known and loved than we are to make sense of our lives.

HOPE IS HERE. For us, this isn’t just a slogan, but our mission, our identity. With God, there is hope. Ours is to live 

into that hope, for ourselves, in our neighborhoods and city, and for the world.
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Life and Ministry at MPUMC

MPUMC provides several opportunities for Sunday morning services, 
incorporating scripture, music and prayer to unite the congregation in 
meaningful worship. These services are streamed online to allow members who 
cannot attend in person the chance to engage in worship. Our services are heavily 
viewed not just locally, but by worshipers across the country and internationally.

MPUMC has three traditional Sunday morning worship services in the sanctuary. Music is an integral part of each service, with many 
opportunities for congregational singing of hymns. These services also utilize our various music groups and individual MPUMC musicians. 
Music is planned to reflect the scriptural message, adding a depth of meaning and understanding to the word.

MPUMC also offers Church in the Round (CITR), a contemporary worship service held in Jubilee Hall. This vibrant, family-friendly 
service offers uplifting worship in a more casual atmosphere. The CITR singers and musicians use contemporary praise music to set the 
tone for worship and engage the congregation in praise and singing.

In addition to Sunday morning services, there are special services throughout the year including Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, Good 
Friday, Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, Lessons and Carols, and a wide range of Christmas Eve services.

LABYRINTH
We offer the only permanent indoor labyrinth in Charlotte 
within our newly restored Francis Chapel. Symbolizing 
our spiritual journey and used as a spiritual tool of prayer 
and meditation, the labyrinth consists of a single pathway 
leading both inward and outward again, with a large center 
space in the midst of the circuitous turns. 

MINISTRIES
MPUMC offers a broad range of opportunities for 
children, youth and adults to form relationships and 
communities within the church, and to work together 
in outreach to our community and beyond through a 
diverse group of mission partners.

YOUTH
The Youth Group at MPUMC proclaims a mission 
to love God and grow in Christ. This group builds 
connections within the group and serves others as 
disciples of Christ and stewards of God’s gifts.

Youth are an important part of our worship, serving as 
acolytes and crucifers. They may also serve as ushers 
and readers for Church in the Round. During Advent, 
youth lead a Moravian Love Feast service, which is 
always a highlight of the season for them, their families, 
and the congregation.

There are many ways MPUMC Youth can participate in 
music, including Youth Choir, Youth Handbells, the Youth 
Praise Band, and weekly jam sessions.

MPUMC Youth have many chances to participate in 
church missions from volunteering as reading mentors 
for Freedom School CHAMPS to outreach with 
Serving the City.

CHILDREN
Children and their families are a vital part of our church 
community. MPUMC provides an enriching Sunday 
School environment for school aged children through 
grade five, and day care for younger children. Children 
are welcomed and encouraged to attend church services. 
Fifth graders are able to serve as Bible Carriers.

Learning about and engaging in missions is also an 
important part of our children’s ministries ranging from 
Mission Possible events making sandwiches or care 
kits for local shelter ministries or performing for and 
interacting with seniors.

ADULTS
MPUMC has Sunday School classes for adults 
to help members continue to mature in their faith 
and learn ways to live differently together. Adults 
may also participate in Disciple Bible Study, a 
nondenominational program that is a foundational 
building block at the heart of our church.

Small Groups are an important part of our adult 
education and discipleship. Led by the pastors of 
our church, these small groups provide time for all 
participants to share joys and concerns, offer support, 
and prayerfully reflect on our weekly scripture lessons. 
Groups include Wednesday Bible Study with Dr. Howell, 
Ready Set Pray, Coffee, Conversation and Connection, 
Mindful Mondays, and our Marriage Matters Workshop. 
There are also several exercise classes that provide a 
chance to connect including Functional Fitness, Cardio 
Sculpting, Yoga & Prayer, and Sunrise Yoga. 

United Methodist Women provides a community 
of women, whose purpose is to know God and to 
experience freedom as whole persons through Jesus 
Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; 
and to expand concepts of mission through 
participation in the global ministries of the church. 
MPUMC has an Annual Women’s Retreat, and several 
Women’s Circles for education, book study, service, 
support and fellowship.

Centering Prayer sessions are a way for our church 
community to learn a method of prayer which 
prepares us to receive the gift of God’s presence, and 
experience it in a leader-led small group setting.

CONGREGATIONAL CARE
Congregational Care encompasses a wide breadth of 
groups and services that provide love and support for 
our church family in several areas. 

Our Health Ministries Team coordinates the programs 
and offerings related to health and wellness here at 
MPUMC such as new parent visitation, the Health 
Ministries Equipment Closet and the Bloodmobile. 

Stephen Ministry is a distinctively Christian program of 
training and organizing laypersons for one-on-one caring 
ministries to those experiencing difficult life challenges 
in our congregation and community. Stephen Ministry 
works with persons dealing with loneliness, terminal 
illness, spiritual crisis, aging, separation or divorce, loss of 
a loved one and other life transitions. 

Additional congregational care groups include the Grief 
Support Group, Hospital Visitation, Casseroles, End 
of Life Planning, Lay Homebound Visitation, Prayer 
Ministry, Prayer Shawl Ministry, and Funeral Hospitality. 

MISSION PARTNERS
Mission work and outreach at MPUMC focus on several 
areas: social justice, food insecurity, schools and children, 
housing, and empowerment. Our mission partners 
include the General Board of Church & Society, Brookhill 
Community Resource, Loaves & Fishes, Second Harvest 
Food Bank, Room in the Inn, Roof Above, and many 
other important partners working to better the lives of the 
underserved in our community.

WORSHIP 
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Music Ministry

Our ensembles for children, youth 
and adults share the common 
vision to be a loving community 
of God that passionately and 
creatively pursues excellence in 
music and worship.
ENSEMBLES 

We are blessed to have so many people with diverse musical 

backgrounds, united to create inspiring music to God’s glory. Music 

on Sunday mornings and at special worship services, concerts, and 

programs throughout the year are open to all. People of all abilities 

and ages are welcome to participate or help the ministry behind the 

scenes and in other ways.

CHANCEL CHOIR

The Chancel Choir is the keystone of our church’s Music Ministry. 

The 70+ voice adult choir sings weekly for the 9:45 and 11:00 AM 

worship services and participates in special concerts throughout 

the year. Requirements for membership are enthusiasm, energy, 

and effort;  no audition is required. We work together to develop a 

collective sense of community — musically and spiritually — that 

enables us to share God’s love through music with one another and 

with our congregation. 

The Chancel Choir has commissioned and debuted works by 

acclaimed composers including René Clausen, Dan Forrest, 

Raymond Liebau, Jeremy Bankson, and Stephen Paulus. Making their 

European debut in the summer of 2013, followed by tours in 2015 

and 2019, the choir presented concerts at Christ Church (Oxford), 

Bristol Cathedral, and Bath Abbey in the United Kingdom; Salzburg 

Cathedral and St. Stephen’s Cathedral (Vienna) in Austria; St. Giles 

Church (Nymburk) and The Church of the Holy Savior (Prague) 

in the Czech Republic; and Iona Abbey and St. Giles Cathedral 

(Edinburgh) in Scotland. Another notable concert was Haydn’s 

Creation, which included the commissioning of art representing 

the seven days of creation, benefitting UMAR, a United Methodist 

organization for adults with intellectual and developmental disabilities. 

In 2017, the choir performed Karl Jenkins’ The Armed Man: A Mass 

of Peace, including a performance at The Riverside Church of the 

City of New York.  The choir has also been active in local recitals of 

the American Guild of Organists, the annual Christmas Concerts in 

uptown Charlotte, and special music for high holy day services.

CHAMBER SINGERS

Chamber Singers is an auditioned, small vocal ensemble that  

performs in worship services, church events, and at selected events in 

the community. Membership in the group requires active involvement 

in the Chancel Choir, great sight-singing abilities, a competent 

understanding of foreign languages, and the ability to function well 

in a collaborative environment. Prior vocal training, participation 

in a professional-type, auditioned choral ensemble, or equivalent 

experience is required. 

In addition to singing in regular Sunday services, the group has 

led worship at Duke Chapel and Evensong at Bristol Cathedral 

(UK). Active in local recitals of the American Guild of Organists, 

the annual Christmas Concert, and high holy day services, some 

of the ensemble’s notable performances have included James 

Whitbourne’s Son of God Mass, Dan Forrest’s Requiem for the 

Living and the commissioning and premiere of “The Work of 

Christmas” by Dan Forrest. 

WOMEN’S CHOIR 

The Women’s Choir offers its members an opportunity to experience 

sacred music of varying styles while enjoying a group rich in 

fellowship and joy. Open to women of all ages, this choir provides 

monthly music leadership in worship services, sings in the annual 

Christmas Concert, and performs concerts at various venues 

throughout our community and North Carolina. 

 

CHURCH IN THE ROUND 

The Church in the Round Leaders are an auditioned group of 

individuals that perform in small vocal ensembles of two or three at 

our contemporary service. Leaders serve on a rotational basis and 

therefore may not be called to sing every Sunday. The Church in the 

Round Band is an auditioned group of instrumentalists that perform 

weekly at our 8:45 AM contemporary service. Selection for these 

groups is at the discretion of Church in the Round’s Music Director. 

MYERS PARK STRINGS 

The Myers Park Strings is composed of string instrumentalists from 

the congregation and surrounding community. Moderate proficiency 

is expected. Performances are scheduled numerous times within 

the church year to enhance the Sanctuary worship experience. The 

ensemble also performs with various symphony members at the 

annual Christmas Concert. 
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Children’s and Youth Choirs 

ALLELUIA CHOIR
Grades K-1. Children sing a wide assortment of songs and 
learn about the Christian life through music and activities 
designed to teach scriptural beliefs as well as age-appropriate 
musicianship. We also develop rhythmic skills through 
drumming circles and call and response. The Alleluia Choir 
sings for worship throughout the year, for special services, 
for the Elementary Worship services, and for the annual 
Christmas Concert. 

JUNIOR CHOIR 
Grades 2-5. This intermediate choir focuses on the role of 
music in worship through scripture, hymn studies, and choral 
singing. We also explore more complex rhythms through 
drumming circles and call and response. This ensemble sings 
in worship throughout the year as well as in the Elementary 
Worship services, special services, and the annual Christmas 
concert. The Junior Choir also has off-campus performing 
opportunities in the greater Charlotte area. 

YOUTH CHOIR
Grades 6-12. The Youth Choir is an excellent way for teens to 
grow together both spiritually and musically. The Youth Choir 
performs a variety of worship song styles and enjoys music 
leadership opportunities in worship services and concerts 
throughout the year. 

TINKERBELLS 
Grades K-2. Children in this class work on reading  
music and rhythm while building the foundation for  
good ringing musicianship. 

JUNIOR HANDBELLS
Grades 3-5. Children continue to develop music reading and 
performance skills as well as learn how to be good worship 
leaders and ambassadors to our community. Participants are 
introduced to advanced bell techniques and encouraged to 
problem-solve many different bell challenges. This choir rings 
in worship once per semester and in the Elementary Worship 
services and travels to Aldersgate Retirement Community to 
perform twice a year. 

YOUTH BELLS
Grades 6-12. This intermediate handbell choir for youth 
extends the tradition of Junior Handbells to more advanced and 
challenging repertoire. In addition to worship leadership, youth 
participate in weekend and summer ministry tours to take the 
love of Christ to others. The Youth Handbells also perform each 
year at Aldersgate retirement community.

Adult Handbells

BELLISSIMO
Designed for ringers seeking to grow their skills as handbell 
musicians, this mid-level ensemble focuses on building skills 
and rings once or twice each semester in worship. Participation 
in local retreats, mission trips, and festivals is an option for 
interested members. 

MYERS PARK BELLS
This intermediate to advanced handbell ensemble rings 
regularly in worship and is challenged to make music at the 
highest level. Prior handbell experience and music reading are 
prerequisites for this group. Myers Park Bells participates in 
weekend retreats, mission trips, and festivals. 

SOUTHERN BELLS
This non-performing handbell group exercises the heart and 
mind and focuses on skill-building and fellowship. Ringers in 
this group are introduced to healthy ringing exercises, a variety 
of handbell techniques, and basic music reading skills. Ringers 
who progress quickly and desire further challenges often join 
other Myers Park handbell ensembles for adults.

Music Endowment Fund 

Established in memory of the first full-time music director 
at Myers Park United Methodist Church, the Walter Herbert 
Ball Endowment Fund for Music provides funding for music 
programs of the church for which he labored so long and so 
faithfully. The Fund has been used to underwrite concerts and 
educational workshops with international clinicians and artists 
for our choirs and community. It has also provided funding for 
the commission of new sacred music, supported portions of 
the church’s Music at Myers Park Series, and subsidized the 
Chancel Choir’s tours to England, Austria, the Czech Republic, 
Scotland and New York City. All contributions remain as 
principal, with only the interest from contributions being spent.
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The CLT Community

Charlotte is the most populous city 

in North Carolina with an estimated 

857,425 residents within city limits 

and more than 1 million people in 

Mecklenburg County. While the city 

continues to grow rapidly, it maintains a 

small town feel that its residents cherish. 

Combining Southern charm with big-

city dining, entertainment and amenities, 

Charlotte is the third fastest growing city 

in the country. The city boasts uptown, 

urban and suburban living, and has a 

vast public transit system that includes 

buses, a light rail and a trolley, carrying 

16 million riders annually. 

 
HISTORY 

Charlotte was settled in 1755 and named in honor of the German 

princess Charlotte of Mecklenburg-Stelitz, Queen Consort of Great 

Britain and Ireland. To this day, Charlotte is known as the Queen City. 

A key city in the American Revolutionary War, Charlotte lay directly 

on the invasion route from the southern colonies in North Carolina. 

British commander General Charles Cornwallis briefly occupied 

the city but was driven out by hostile residents, calling Charlotte a 

“hornet’s nest of rebellion” – a nickname that later led to the city’s 

NBA franchise name. On May 20, 1775, the Mecklenburg County 

elected representatives signed the Mecklenburg Declaration of 

Independence, becoming the first political entity in the American 

colonies to declare themselves free and independent from the King 

and Parliament of Great Britain. 

History has continued to render nicknames to Charlotte. In the 19th 

century, the city became known as the City of Churches due to its 

large number of denominations and churches. Today Charlotte has 

more than 700 places of worship. The city is also known for its dense 

tree coverage, often referred to as the Queen’s Crown.   

CLIMATE

Charlotte has a humid subtropical climate with four distinct 

seasons. Winters are cool, with a normal January daily 

temperature of 42°F and about 59 nights per year that drop to 

or below freezing.  Precipitation happens throughout the year, 

though August is the rainiest month with an average of 4.35 

inches of rainfall. Summers are hot and humid, with a normal 

July daily temperature of 80°F. Charlotte is directly in the path of 

moisture from the Gulf of Mexico, receiving about 43 inches of 

rain and 3.5 inches of snow per year.   

ECONOMY

Charlotte is the second largest banking center in the U.S. after New 

York City and is home to seven Fortune 500 companies. Known as 

one the leading medical communities in the South, Charlotte is home 

to two major hospital systems: Atrium Health and Novant Health. The 

motorsports industry is also a major driver of the Charlotte economy, 

as the city is home  to multiple NASCAR teams, the NASCAR Hall 

of Fame, the Charlotte Motor Speedway, and the country’s only 

Formula One team, Haas F1. 

SPORTS 

Since 1993, the city has claimed the Carolina Panthers, the 29th 

NFL franchise and a team that has twice made it to the Super Bowl. 

The famed Charlotte Hornets NBA team began playing in 1989, 

briefly relocated and returned in 2013. The Charlotte FC, a future 

Major League Soccer team, will begin playing in 2021. Minor league 

sports are also a major draw, including the Charlotte Checkers 

hockey team and the Charlotte Knights, a Triple-A baseball team 

that plays uptown at the Truist Field.  
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The CLT Community continued

EMERGING FOOD SCENE 

Charlotte’s food scene has greatly expanded over the last decade. 

A thriving brewery scene complete with outdoor beer gardens and 

live music venues can be found in South End. From tried-and-

true Southern offerings of fried chicken and barbecue to a flurry 

of food trucks and bespoke options, Charlotte restaurants offer a 

wide range of dining experiences. Of note are Kindred from Joe 

and Katy Kindred, Alexander Michael’s, a beloved tavern in the 

4th Ward neighborhood, Beef ‘N Bottle, a 1950’s retro steakhouse, 

trendy Ok-Ku Sushi in South End’s Atherton Mills, and Heirloom 

from famous chef Clark Barlowe. Redeveloped mill locations 

Camp North End and Optimist Hall offer several dining and bar 

options, from craft cocktails to southern cuisine and more. 

ARTS & CULTURE 

Charlotte is home to a wide range of arts and cultural 

organizations, from professional groups to volunteer-based 

ensembles, offering a place for everyone to get involved.  

Charlotte’s museums offer diverse experiences that document the 

city’s history, celebrate its various cultural influences, and establish it 

as an artistic destination of the South.  

PROXIMITY 

One of the most desirable things about Charlotte is its proximity to 

the mountains (1.5-2 hours) and the beach (3 hours) in both North 

and South Carolina. Located east of the Catawba River, southeast of 

Lake Norman, and close to Lake Wylie and Mountain Island Lake, 

the region is known for access to lakeside living and entertainment. 

A range of hiking trails is available within a short distance of the 

city, including Crowders Mountain, Kings Mountain, and South 

Mountains State Park.  

Charlotte Douglas International Airport ranks among the top 10 

busiest airports in the world with 1,600 daily flights. The airport 

serves 178 nonstop global destinations, making Charlotte a great 

location for those who love to travel. Direct flights to Mexico and 

several islands in the Caribbean make for easy weekend getaways. 

The city is also a direct flight from many major European cities, 

including London, Paris, Rome, Athens, and Frankfurt. 

NEIGHBORHOODS

Charlotte is considered a new city by most standards, with most of 

its uptown real estate having been built within the last century. 

The residential neighborhoods, however, are home to beautiful 

historic architecture, stretching in all directions from uptown. 

Biddleville, the primary historic center of Charlotte’s African 

American community, is west of Uptown. East of The Plaza and north 

of Central Avenue, Plaza-Midwood is known for its international 

population. NoDa (North Davidson), north of Uptown, is an 

emerging center for arts and entertainment. The tree-lined boulevards 

of Myers Park, Dilworth, and Eastover are home to some of 

Charlotte’s oldest houses, with beautiful Freedom Park nearby. 

Beyond historic architecture, the SouthPark area offers shopping, 

dining, and multifamily housing. Many students, researchers, and 

affiliated professionals live near UNC Charlotte in the northeast 

part of the city known as University City. The large area known as 

Southeast Charlotte is home to many golf communities, churches, 

the Jewish community center, and private schools. 

As undeveloped land within Mecklenburg has become scarce, 

many of these communities have expanded into Weddington and 

Waxhaw in Union County. Ballantyne, south of Charlotte, has also 

experienced rapid growth over the last 10 years. 

Actor’s Theatre of Charlotte 
Blumenthal Performing Arts Center
Charlotte Ballet
Charlotte Symphony Orchestra
ImaginOn
Festival Singers
Arts Plus
Charlotte Ballet 

Opera Carolina
Charlotte Master Chorale 
Theatre Charlotte
Carolina Renaissance Festival 
Yiasou Greek Festival 
Charlotte Children’s Choir 
Children’s Theatre of Charlotte     

Harvey B. Gantt Center 
Bechtler Museum of Modern Art 
Mint Museum Uptown
Mint Museum Randolph
McColl Center for Art & Innovation 
Levine Museum of the New South 

Discovery Place
Charlotte History Museum 
Billy Graham Library
Carolinas Aviation Museum 
Hezekiah Alexander House
Reed Gold Mine  
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Dr. James Howell, 

Senior Pastor

James has been Senior Pastor of 

Myers Park United Methodist 

Church since 2003. A native 

of Columbia, SC, he studied 

chemistry and physics at the 

University of South Carolina 

before going to Divinity School 

at Duke, where he also earned a 

Ph.D. in Old Testament. He has 

published 17 books, including 

Yours are the Hands of Christ, 

Worshipful, and Weak Enough to 

Lead. He is involved in leadership 

within the denomination and 

in city-wide endeavors. Biking, 

hiking, and reading fill his spare 

time. He and his wife Lisa, a 

photographer and community 

activist, have three grown children.

Dr. Uiyeon Kim,  

Pastor of Discipleship

Uiyeon oversees Children’s 

Ministries, Youth Ministries, 

and Discipleship Ministries. 

The son of a retired Korean 

Methodist pastor, Uiyeon was 

born and raised in Seoul, South 

Korea. In 1991, his family 

moved to Lubbock, Texas where 

his father transitioned into 

the United Methodist Church. 

Uiyeon majored in Economics 

at Grinnell College before going 

to Duke Divinity School, where 

he earned his Master of Divinity 

and Doctorate of Ministry. 

He is an elder in the Western 

N.C. Conference of the United

Methodist Church. Uiyeon and 

his wife have two young children.

Rev. Bill Roth,  

Pastor of Congregational Care

Bill provides pastoral care and 

oversees hospital and homebound 

ministries, Stephen Ministry, grief 

care follow-up, prayer ministry, and 

premarital and marital counseling. 

He concentrates his attention on 

being with people in the transitional 

place of life, including weddings, 

funerals and times of transition 

as they face new passages in life. 

Originally from Indiana, Bill follows 

Detroit sports teams and Notre 

Dame football, and enjoys spending 

a Saturday morning on a motorcycle 

ride. He and his wife, Linda, have 

two grown children and a new 

grandchild.

Rev. Nancy Watson,  

Executive Pastor 

Nancy oversees programs and 

ministries, working with clergy, 

staff, and laity to engage us all 

in the life of the church and its 

work in the world. Nancy comes 

to MPUMC from Montgomery, 

Alabama, where she served 

as Director of Connectional 

Ministries for the Alabama-West 

Florida Conference. Her move 

to Charlotte with her four-legged 

children, Buster and Buford,  

brings her closer to her sister  

in the Raleigh area.

PASTORAL STAFF 

MPUMC Pastoral Staff

Rev. Nathan Arledge,  

Pastor of Missions and  

Community Engagement

Nathan oversees local and global 

outreach efforts of the church and 

is passionate about making change 

in his community and the world, 

teaching those around him to

live differently. Nathan obtained 

his Master of Divinity from Duke 

University. He serves on the boards 

of the United Methodist Committee 

on Relief, Loaves & Fishes and 

Faith Ministry. Nathan is an adjunct 

professor at Hood Theological 

Seminary where he co-leads the 

course 21st Century Mission in 

Your Backyard. Nathan is married 

to Molly, an assistant principal in 

Charlotte-Mecklenburg Schools. 

They have two children who keep 

them humble and busy daily.

Rev. Taylor Pryde Barefoot, 

Pastor for Emerging Ministries 

A graduate of Aquinas College in

Grand Rapids, Michigan, Taylor is 

a native of Fenton, Michigan. She 

is also a recent graduate of Duke 

Divinity School. Taylor has known 

she wanted to be a minister since 

she was in middle school. She is 

married to a fellow clergy person, 

Cade Barefoot, who currently 

serves as associate pastor at 

nearby Dilworth United Methodist 

Church. Taylor ran cross country 

and track in college.

Rev. Jessica Dayson,  

Pastor for Young Adults 

and Lay Involvement 

Jessica is a native of Charlotte and 

graduated from Appalachian State 

University with a B.S. in 

Psychology, completing her Master 

of Divinity at Duke Divinity School. 

Jessica has served as pastor to two 

small rural churches and as campus 

minister at UNC Asheville.  She is 

married to Rev. Darryl Dayson, who 

is the pastor of Simpson-Gillespie 

UMC in Charlotte. Together they 

have two children, ages 3 and 5. In 

her free time, she enjoys being 

outside with her family, exploring 

new places, cooking, and spending 

quality time with friends.
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Dr. Jennifer Hough,  

Church in the Round  

Music Director 

Jenni is an Associate Professor of 

Voice at Wingate University where 

she teaches applied voice and lyric 

diction and maintains a private 

voice studio. Her primary doctoral 

research was in american art song 

settings of letters written during 

times of war, including setting by 

Alan L. Smith, John Kander, Lee 

Hoiby and a new work by James 

Kevin Gray. Jenni is also an active 

soprano soloist for recitals and 

oratorios including Carmina Burana, 

the Mozart Requiem, and Handel’s 

Messiah. She earned her Bachelor of 

Music Performance from Winthrop 

University and her Master of Music 

Performance and Doctor of Musical 

Arts in Performance degrees at the 

University of North Carolina at 

Greensboro. Jenni oversees, plans, 

and leads music with the Church 

in the Round Band and Worship 

Leaders. She and her husband have 

two sons.

Evan Currie,  

Associate Director of Music 

and Organist 

A native of Charlotte, Evan is an 

experienced organist, accompanist, 

and vocalist and has collaborated 

with choirs including Musica Dulce 

at St. Patrick’s Cathedral (New York 

City) and the All Souls Professional 

Choir at All Souls Unitarian 

Church (Washington, D.C.) In 

2018 Evan earned a full stipend to 

the Montreal Organ Festival and 

McGill Organ Summer Academy. 

A graduate of Furman University, 

Evan earned a bachelor’s degree in 

organ performance as a student of 

Dr. Charles Tompkins, augmenting 

his studies with concentrations in 

piano and voice. He completed 

additional studies in Arezzo, Italy at 

the Accademia d’ell Arte and was an 

intern at The Juilliard School in New 

York City. Evan earned a master’s 

degree in Organ Performance from 

Rutgers University, studying with 

acclaimed organist Renée Anne 

Louprette. 

Brian Childers, 

Director Handbells and 

Children’s Music

Brian is an accomplished composer, 

conductor, and clinician. His 

choral, instrumental, and handbell 

works are widely performed, and 

he is a regular guest at music 

conferences and workshops across 

the nation. From 2012 to 2015, he 

served as Artistic Director of the 

Queen City Ringers, a Community 

Handbell Ensemble based in 

Charlotte. He has served churches 

throughout the Southeast, building 

programs for choirs, handbells, and 

instrumentalists. His first book, 

“Ringing Deeply,” a devotional 

book for directors and ringers, is 

now in its second printing. Brian 

earned a bachelor’s degree in piano 

performance from Appalachian 

State University and a Master of 

Divinity in church music from 

the M. Christopher White School 

of Divinity at Gardner-Webb 

University. Brian and his wife Keely, 

a professional counselor, have two 

adult children.  

Sue Bayne,  

Music Ministry Assistant 

Sue began studying piano at age 

six, taking part in competitions 

throughout her high school years. 

While earning her bachelor’s in 

education at Drake University, 

she sang in the Drake Choir and 

accompanied vocal recitals and 

The Choral Union at Ripon 

College. She has worked at several 

churches, serving as children’s 

choir director, accompanist, and 

contemporary worship leader. As 

Music Ministry Assistant, Sue 

handles the administrative work 

for the department, helping with 

ensembles, the music library, and 

communications. She assists in 

worship services as a pianist, while 

also taking part in Chancel Choir, 

Myers Park Bells and Church in the 

Round. Sue has been married for 35 

years to Scott, also a member of the 

Chancel Choir, and together they 

have three grown sons.

MPUMC Music Staff

MUSIC MINISTRY STAFF 
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