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How do I know God’s Spirit is alive in me? What sense do I have of having stable roots in my 
faith? Generosity. Paul names Generosity as one of the fruits of the Spirit (Galatians 5:24), 
and when I am generous, I put down deep roots into God’s world to sustain me and those in 
need in God’s world.

How do we experience God at work in and through our church? In many ways, of course, 
but every one of them depend on your and my generosity, our firm fruitful undergirding of 
what we do with God and for God in God’s world. An annual budget seems unromantic or 
not scintillating—but we keep the lights on, the mission moving, staff working hard, funding 
programs and support for neighbors in distress, and educating our young (and old) in the 
things of God. What could be a wiser investment of our funds?

And then we have our marvelous Mission & Outreach Fund, our over-and-above missional 
giving that goes 100% out the door to folks in need in our community and world. No 
overhead, no wasted expenditures. What non-profit can provide you with such a direct 
infusion of love into God’s people?

We all give as we are able, based on our income, challenges, and deep commitment to God. 
Our family has, from day one of our marriage, made two commitments: we tithe, giving a 
minimum of 10% of what we earn to God’s work through the church, and we increase our 
giving every year, no matter what. When I had daughters at Duke and Wofford, I had to 
take one deep breath! But we’re the ones who are blessed, never regretting our generosity, 
which we still hope and pray will grow as we grow older and deeper in faith.

Thank you for your generosity! And please join our family and hundreds of others in 
making a solid, generous, growing commitment to our church budget and to our Mission 
& Outreach Fund. We are making such a difference—together, and for God, a beautiful 
witness to our community and to those in need.

Two verses in 2 Corinthians 9 matter right now: “You will be enriched in every way for great 
generosity” (verse 11), and “God loves a cheerful giver” (verse 7). Enjoy, take delight in, 
and rejoice in your generosity, and in our giving together. We are changing the world and 
proving God is good.

Your pastor,

James 




