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Sunday School 

Registration 
Registration for the 2022-2023 
Sunday School year will be open 
July 1-31. If your children will    
participate in Sunday School, make 
sure you register them by the 
deadline to ensure they are placed 
in a class before Kickoff Sunday on 
September 11.  
 
Children who were born on or    
before August 31, 2020 through 
current 4th graders (children who 
were in 4th grade in 2021-2022) 
are eligible to register for Sunday 
School. 
 
Children born after August 31, 
2020 will remain in our Child Care 
rooms for the 2022-2023 
year. Current 5th graders (children 
who were in 5th grade in 2021-
2022) will transition to Youth   
Ministries in August and will      
automatically be enrolled in a Sun-
day School class there. 
 
If you have questions about Sun-
day School registration, email Lisa 
Ross-Smit at lrsmit@mpumc.org. 

STEPPING STONES 
Fifth Grade Retreat to Chestnut Ridge 
In April we celebrated our fifth graders with an overnight retreat to Chestnut 
Ridge. This was our first overnight retreat since 2019, and it was a joy-filled time 
to be together. We loved spending time outside and eating delicious food, much 
of which was grown on the farm. See below for more of our favorite memories 
from the weekend. We had a great time and can’t wait to return to Chestnut 
Ridge next year! 

Worshipping by the lake 

Working on the farm and being around 
animals 

Reflecting on Psalm 98 while 
painting Being together 

Team-building on the low ropes 
course 
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Volunteer Spotlight: Mike Farrell 
Mike Farrell is a long-time church member and 
first-year Sunday School teacher in one of our 
four- and five-year-old classes. I recently spoke 
with Mike about his experience this year working 
with some of our youngest church members. 
 

What have you enjoyed most about teaching  
Sunday School this year? “I love working with   
the children at their level. Whether it is sitting  
on the floor working a puzzle or just showing 
interest in what they are thinking, I like showing 
them that old people are kids, too.” 
 

Why did you say yes to teaching Sunday School? 
“I work at my daughter’s preschool and enjoy  
my interaction with her students there. I wanted to extend that experience by 
participating in our church program.” 
 

Mike adds, “I appreciate the parents allowing me to watch over their children 
during the Sunday School hour.” 
 

Are you inspired to get involved in Children’s Ministries?  We have a place for you. 
Email Leslie Lowery at llowery@mpumc.org to learn more. 

Book Spotlight 
Good things come in threes. Here 
are three books we recommend to 
grow your home library: When God 
Made You, The Day You Begin, and 
I Am Enough. Each book repre-
sents how special we are in God’s 
eyes. He made each one of us 
unique. He knew us before we 
were born! 
 

When God 
Made You is 
written by 
Matthew 
Paul Turner 
and illustrat-
ed by David 
Catrow. This 
work of art reminds us that each 
one of us is one of a kind! God 
made different cultures, races, and 
places. He teaches us to love one 
another. 
 

The Day You 
Begin is written 
by Jacqueline 
Woodson and 
illustrated by 
Rafael Lopez. 
This book dis-
cusses the 
challenges of feeling like you don’t 
belong. It suggests that we share 
our stories with others to make 
friends who are both similar and 
different than we are. 
 

I Am Enough 
is written by 
Grace Byers 
with pictures 
by Keturah A. 
Bobo. This 
treasure ex-
plains that 
God put us 
here to shine, sing, love, climb, 
dream, and so many other things. 
We are not meant to all be the 
same. The words tell us to “live a 
life of love not fear.” 
 

What is Pentecost? 
Pentecost Sunday is June 5. On Pentecost, we 
remember the day the disciples received the  
Holy Spirit in a special way. The story in Acts 2 
describes a powerful wind and tongues of fire as 
the Holy Spirit was poured out on people from  
all over the world who came to Jerusalem to  
celebrate a Jewish feast. At the first Pentecost, 
more than 3,000 people were baptized creating 
the first church. This is why Pentecost is known 
as the birthday of the Christian church. 
 

Two colors are historically associated with      
Pentecost. Red is a visual reminder of the 
“tongues of fire” that empowered the apostles and others to proclaim the good 
news of Christ’s resurrection in many languages to the crowds of pilgrims from 
many lands (Acts 2:3). White was used in some places, including England, where 
Pentecost had become a day for baptisms by the Middle Ages.   
 

The season after Pentecost is the time of the church year to support new disciples 
and the whole congregation in living out the gifts we have been given in the name 
of Jesus and the power of the Holy Spirit. -adapted from “Ask the UMC,” a minis-
try of United Methodist Communications 
 

Looking for fun crafts to do with your children? Check out these instructions on our 
website for making your own Pentecost Fire Sticks and Pentecost Pinwheels 
(pictured above). 

Mike Farrell 

Pentecost Pinwheel 
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https://myersparkumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Pentecost-Fire-Stick-Instructions-2020.pdf
https://myersparkumc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/Pentecost-Pinwheel-Instructions-2020.pdf

